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Future New York Openings 


Wish You Were Here-Imperial, 6/25/52. Leland Hayward and Joshua Logan present a new 
musical comedy by Arthur Kober and Joshua Logan, with music and lyrics by Harold Rome... 
A Night in Venice-Jones Beach, 6/26/52. New York State Park Commission sponsoring Mike 
Todd's mammoth production of Johann Strauss at outdoor stadium seating 8,000. 


Digests of Current Reviews 


First Lady-City Center, 5/28/52. Mixed opinions greeted final limited run comedy 
revival of New York City Theatre Company's spring festival. Katharine Dayton-George S. 
Kaufman 1935 script of Washington life either did or did not date, depending upon which 
critic you follow. All praised Edna Best at her comedy best, as well as return to stage 
of Helen Gahagan. Supporting cast including Peggy Ann Garner, Guy Spaull and Frederic 
Tozere all were complimented, as weas director David Alexander and designer Peter Larkin. 
Herald Tribune, News, Journal American, World Telegram and Sun and Eagle appraisers found 
much of the 17 year old comedy still apt. Kerr, Herald Tribune, took script at face 
value marking it an agreeable diversion, that probably wouldn't carry its own weight, 
while McClain, Journal American, found all but a dreary first act pleasant. Atkinson, 
Times, and Watts, Post, couldn't okay the proceedings. Former suggested that despite 
fine production there are better topics for satire in Washington now, while latter penned 
it as thin, mechanical and far from continuously entertaining. 


New Faces of 1952-Royale, 5/16/52. In more reserved tones than their daily col- 
leagues, the weekly reviewers, with one exception, climbed aboard the bandwagon for - 
Leonard Sillman's revuee Though they all had minor complaints, they agreed that John 
Murray Anderson had staged the best revue of the Sillman series, and that the 17 newcom- 
ers in the cast will be heard from again and often. Dissenter was Time critic who would 
have okayed it as a standard revue, but was disappointed that the result wasn't funnier 
than the crisp, cheerful intimate proceedings promise. Hobe, Variety, thought second 
part wasn't as well done as the first, but he enjoyed the brisk, amusing,show. Present 
production differs from producers previous efforts by being skillfully edited and syperb- 
ly directed. Francis, Billboard, deemed it a nicely balanced two hours of entertainment. 
Gabriel, Cue, wouldn't have missed the Lizzie Borden number, but otherwise he loved it. 
Gibbs, New Yorker, couldn't share the general rapture of the daily reviewers, but gave 
it his blessing for many of the sketches were both witty and con¢ise. Show fell down in 
sentimental interludes and few sketches which were elementary and/or tasteless. WCBS 
Bill Leonard rated revue TWO cheers, commenting its material was very uneven. Ronny 
Graham, Alice Ghostley, Eartha Kitt and Paul Lynde received most of the honors. 


The Rehearsal-President, 5/26/52. David Ross made an error bringing this off Broad- 
way production of the Restoration play to 48th Street, all of the daily critics agreed. 
Show opened and closed same night. Musicians received only kind words in a set of mr- 
derous criticisms. Atkinson, Times, marked it the most grueling show of season -- mis- 
directed, misguided and misspente Chapman, News, called it a mistake to ask the critics. 


News & Notes 


Sunday Breakfast reviewed Thursday night, afternoon paper reviews held over till 
Saturday because of the holiday...The Moon is Blue reverts back to 8:40 PM Monday opening 
for summer, resuming 7:00 PM Monday curtain in fall...Jones Beach musical show to sell 
combination trail, bus and admission tickets for $4.90 each. 
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D - Daily W-Weekly M - Monthly B - Broadcast ° 

DT - NY Times DJC = Journal of Commerce WCM - Chr. Science Monitor 

DH - NY Herald Tribume DWJ - Wall St. Journal Wc = Commonweal 

DN - NY News DWW - Women's Wear WCU - Cue 

DM = NY Mirror WB - Billboard WN - Nation 

DC - NY Compass WV = Variety WNR ~- New Republic 

DP - NY Post WCD - Critical Digest WNS - Newsweek 

DJ - NY Journal American WGN - George Jean Nathan WNY - New Yorker 

DW = NY World Tele-Sun WWM - Ward Morehouse WSR - Saturday Review 

DB - Brooklyn Eagle BC - WCBS Bill Leonard WI - Time 

DL - L.I.Press BL - New Leader-WEVD MP - Park East 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them not if they think they will be 
hits. "So-so" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for an 
entertaining or stimulating evening. 


THE FOURPOSTER-10/24/51 PROS: 19 CON: DH DP WGN WWM BL WC WNY | 
NONE: DWJ WN WNR WSR 
GUYS AND DOLLS-11/24/50 PROS: 18 CON: DT DM DC DP DW WM BL WCU WNR WSR WT 
NONE: BC 
I AM A CAMERA~11/28/51 PROS: 29 CON: DN DJ WOM WNR WN SO-SO: DT 
THE KING AND I-3/29/51 PROS: 29 CON: WN 
THE MALE ANIMAL~4/30/52 PHS: 21 NONE: WGN WWM WC WN WNR MP 
THE MOON IS BLUE-3/8/51 PROS: 26 CON: WCD WGN NONE: WN MP 
MRS. McTHING-2/20/52 PROS: 20 CON: DM DJ BC DL WNRWT WGN NONE: WNR MP 
NEW FACES OF 1952-5/16/52 PROS: 24 CON: DP WT NONE: WN WSR MP 
OF THEE I SING-5/5/52 PROS: 11 CON: DH DJ DL DW WB WV WCD BC WC WCU WNY WT 
PAINT YOUR WAGON-11/10/51 PROS: 21 CON: DH DP DJ WV WWM BC WC NONE: WNR WSR 
PAL JOEY-1/3/52 PROS: 28 CON: BL NONE: WNR 
POINT OF NO RETURN-12/13/51 PROS: 25 CON: DW BL WN WNR WT 
THE SHRIKE-1/15/52 PROS: 25 CON: DW WCD WGN BL WN 
SOUTH PACIFIC-4/7/49 PROS: 29 CON: WT 
STALAG 17-5/8/51 PROS: 22 CON: DM WCD BL WCU WNY SO:SO: DN 


THREE WISHES FOR JAMIE-3/21/52 PROS: 18 CON: DP DJ WCU WT BC WCM WSR 
NONE: WWM WN WNR MP 
TOP BANANA-11/1/51 PROS: 23 CON: DP DJ BL 
NONE: WCM WN WWR WSR 


Theatre de Lys plmning September opening with folk play Frankie and Johnny, writ- 
end directed by John Huston. Second production will be Percy MacKaye's The Scarecrow, 
each to run a month to subscription audiences. Sunday dance concerts, children's pro- q 
grems, films end a drama writing contest are also planned...Hunter College Theatre group | 
produced Greek play Menaechini by Platus...Dreamatic Workshop produced Irwin Shaw's The | 
Shy and Lonely...Second production in NYC of Summer and Smoke produced at West Side YMCA, 
where author Tennessee Williams stayed for a While...Go Along With A Geg presented at q 
Carnegie Hall by Dynamic Psychological Society of New York.. Sheaffer, follow-up 
on Circle in Square's Summer md Smoke suggested that group would do well sticking to : 
the more provocative or unorthodox works of Broadway's past, rather than obscure foreign 
plays...Journeymen's third production of season at Provincetown presented a new drama by 
Richards entitled The Nightingale Sang Too Latee MoDonald, Billboard, panned it as a 
poorly done charade of Kentucky mountain life, while Pollock, Compass, advised author to 
write plays about the present instead of the past. 


' Cumulative NYC Ratings ! | 
' Off Broadway ' 


' GREEN ROOM DEPARTMENT ' 


BROADWAY “PRO” KERR...Broadway circles regard the success of Kerr, Herald Tribune, as one 
of the most notable developments of the season, Variety reports. Kerr's readability 
end obvious authority quickly established him as one of the top reviewers, bringing 
a stimulating new viewpoint to the New York scene. Most feel he nas provided a 

challenge to the entrenched dominance of Atkinson, Times. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...Unreserved balcony seat experiment urged by Chapman, News...Central 
theatrical agency to promote theatre junkets to New York like the recent "Columbus 
Citizen" trip, suggested by Burr, Playbill...Strawhat manager-union dispute may con- 
vince summer theatre producers that they would do better if they stopped imitating 

Broadway, points out Colemen, Mirror. 


SEASON REVIEW..-Past season was probably the sloppiest, floppiest New York has had in a 
score of years, Gabriel, Cue, admits. Mrs. McThing is his favorite of current crop. 
Variety rates only ten of season's 73 shows hits from the financial standpoint. 

Those that paid back their investment include: The Constant Wife, Dickens Readings, 

Don Juan in Hell, Fourposter, I Am A Camera, Mrs. McThing, Pal Joey, Point of No Re- 

turn, The Shrike and Top Banana. 


REVIVAL LESSONe..Producers of revivals who try to bring their shows up to date succeed 
not only in diminishing their original values, but in making them more out of date, 
lectures George Jean Nathan. Current and past examples of season include Of Thee 
I Sing, Shuffle Along and Music in the Aire Pal Joey producers have cashed in 
hendsomely by keeping materials of show intact end simply improving the scenery, 

costumes and one or two dance numbers. 


COLUMN TIPS...Wish You Were Here previewers predict five hit tunes, hears Winchell... 
Johnnie Ray may Land in a Julie Styne msical next season, whispers Walker... Young 
Broadway legit producer wounded by room mate with nail file, informs Kilgallen...« 
Mike Todd may face union trouble in presenting afternoon vaude shows at Jones Beach, 

says Farrell. 


GARFIELD..-Death of John Garfield brought diverse, often violent, comments from 
wide variety of political and drama columnists. Conniff, Journal American, ex- 
pressed a most unusual point of view in comection with the death of the controver- 
Sial actor. Columnist blames decline of theatre on fact it accepted pro-Comunist 
stereotypes in classifying political ideas as adequate commentary on the passing 
scenee Sticking to the subject of Garfield, the artist, Watts, Post, knows that 
the U.S. stage has lost a distinguished actor, whose vitality was leavened with 
genuine sensitivity. Clifford Odets' tribute to Garfield was contained in Times' 
"Drama Mailbag" note. 


1 Theatre News Round Up ' 


Krug, Pittsburgh Sun, visited New York shows...Emery Rubio, co-author of Sunday 
Breakfast, drama critic of Hungarian Daily News...George Ross, press agent, to produce 
The Perfectionist next season...Ann Crowley replaces Jenifer Rumson in Paint Your Wagon 
+--duanita Hall returns to South Pacific...George Tobias replaces Harold Stone in Stalag 
17..-Robert Mariotti replaces Brandon de Wilde in Mrs. McThing...Constance Carpenter 
subbed for Gertrude Lawrence in The King and I...Ralph Bellamy elected president of Ac- 
tors Equity...Milton Berle elected abbot of NY Friars Club...Actors Fumd of America past 
goal of $100,000...New Drematists Committee gave party for its supporters...Musicians 
Union dropped charge against Male Animal...Press Agent and Managers Union may seek eli- 
mination of "new blood" clause in new contract, hints Zolotow, Times.-."Show Shop" to 
have June Sth "autobiograph party" for Jose Ferrer and Joseph Kream. 
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Evasions, dishonesties and tricks protective of self-esteem are the hallmark of the. 
"little critic" who knows what he likes but will never know anything more, Christopher 
Fry told Drama Section of London Critics Circle, "World News Press" reports. We ace all 
anxious to mend our ways once we can see where and how they should be mended, the play- 
wright continued, but we cannot trust the critic to tell us wmless he also knows moments 
of prayer, fasting and self-distrust. Unless he judges not a jaunty reflex action but 
by drawing into himself what he judges before giving judgment, his verdict is useless. 
Unless he can be sure that he gets no pleasure from wounding or belittling others to 
give himself the appearance of size, he falls into the forementioned class, Fry defined. 


The good critic must have a subtle understanding of playwrighting, acting and pro- 
duction, "Theatre”™ magazine reported Fry as saying at the same meetinge The critic must 
have this knowledge so that a fault shall not be laid at the wrong door, a misjudgment 
which happens in criticism often enough to be a major problem. The critic must have the 
patience of a bird watcher, the eye of a sleuth, and the capacity for experience of an 
explorers 


Though the playwright will respect adverse criticism, Fry explained, it must be 
understandable criticism. The playwright must also be allowed a certain arrogance, a 
degree of carefree confidence, if his work is not to be crippled by the critics. No 

men in his senses expects critics always to be right, Fry admitted. It would be very 
disconcerting if they were always right, because the knowledge of their fallibility is 
often a great comfort to artists. 


Creative criticism, which Fry defined as that which takes as its starting place the 
individual talent it deals with, has always been rare. Much of the rest of the criti- 
cism, though plentiful, is as boring as a small child who insists on being looked ate 
With so much "tiny criticism" being done, it is a wonder anything gets created, Fry 
observed. 


Ideally, the writer feels, the critic should have a fundamental readiness to re- 
ceivee There should be nothing, no pre=conception of what a play is, no impatience, no 
demands on the playwright or the stagee Wilson, editor of the British bi-weekly 
"Theatre" observed that the question period left much to be desirede Fry, the play- 
wright end actor, proved more adept at speaking than the criticse Latter probably re- 
ceived bad verbal notices from the actors present. 


The late Ashton Stevens, Chicago Herald American critic who died last year, was 
honored by friends of stage and press at memorial luncheon held by "Friends of Chicago 
Public Library." More than 400 attended, meny stage stars sent telegrams, letters or 
recordings which thanked Stevens for helping them in their theatre careers, “Editor & 
Publisher" reports. Stevens was a sophisticated person without malice and full of 

charity, Richard Finnegan, Chicago Sun Times, observede Plans are under way for some 
kind of a permanent memorial to Stevens. 


' Legit Stuff ' 


Shows rhat closed include The Rehearsal, The Shrike...Gigi suspends due to Audrey 
Hepburn film commitment, plans to resume October 1st..eThree Wishes for Jamie moved to 
Plymouth...Tovarich production to play summer theatres...Watts, Post, vacationing in 

Europe...Brown, SRL, to cover Chicago political conventions. 


' Critics Panned by Fry ' 3 

' Stevens Memorial Luncheon ' 


